
EXTERIORS

GIÒ DIVERSITY
Milan-based collector Anna Maria Enselmi transformed a Lecce palazzo into a temple to design, where the warm sandstone

forms a spectacular stage for works by the legendary Giò Ponti. Here, the sun shines gloriously on its multi-levelled and
polychrome-tiled sandstone terrace with swimming-pool and incomparable rooDop views. Il maestro would surely approve
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Palazzo Luce didn’t always bear that name. Built towards the end of the 15th century by
the Counts of Lecce – the graceful Puglian city sometimes referred to as ‘the Florence of
the south’ – it has changed moniker a few times, as successive owners came and went.

When Milan-based collector Anna Maria Enselmi first stepped into the historic
townhouse while exploring the southern Italian region her mother came from – one
where she herself had spent many happy childhood summers – she immediately knew
two things. First, that this would make the perfect home for her collection of 20th-
century furniture and decorative arts, most of which was then in storage. And second,
that she would call it not Palazzo Enselmi but Palazzo Luce (or ‘light’) – in recognition
of the captivating luminosity that, for her, was one of the property’s main features,
inside and out.

Classical details in the architecture have been retained to complement the owner’s collection of modern design
pieces

On the terrace, the Ponti-esque rails of the swimming-
pool’s steps, designed by the architect Giuliano
dell’Uva, echo the profile of the staircase

Dust-toned pietra leccese provides a warm backdrop to
the brightly paKerned maiolica features that punctuate
the multiples levels of the roof

Some of that glow is provided by Lecce’s ivory-hued pietra leccese sandstone, but
Enselmi also fell in love with the shimmering reflections from the palazzo’s antique
maiolica floors – with their abstract floral paKerns in shades of blue and yellow on a
white background – that date from a 19th-century refit.

ADer buying the palazzo in 2017, Enselmi was still unsure whether it would end up
becoming a residence, a gallery, a house-museum or a hotel-museum, but she knew that
the idea of dialogue would be central to the project – between ancient and modern,
between design and contemporary art, and, she says, between ‘all the architects, artists
and personalities whose work I really admire’.

Xe roof’s seating area was produced by a collaboration between architect Giuliano dell’Uva and Francesco de
Maio ceramics, based on the Amalfi coast

Xe eye ricochets helter-skelter down this geometric decoration – designed by Storage Associati and inspired by
Ponti’s work – on a staircase in the palazzo

Xese included architecture studio Storage Associati, gallerists Nina Yashar of Nilufar
and Rossella Colombari, and art dealers Lia Rumma and Alfonso Artiaco, craDsman
Martino Gamper, and artists that included William Kentridge, Xomas RuV, BrigiKe
Niedermair and David TremleK. Some of the art works on display here were also part of
Enselmi’s collection, but others are site-specific interventions. Xese include a vibrant
abstract fresco painted by TremleK on the ceiling of a bedroom associated with Maria
d’Enghien, Queen Consort of Naples in the early 15th century.

Work on the labyrinthine palazzo was already under way when Enselmi had a chance
encounter with Neapolitan architect Giuliano dell’Uva. He and Enselmi bonded over
their love of great Italian mid-century architect-designer Giò Ponti – especially of the
more Mediterranean, less Milanese, side of his character, as exemplified in the joyful
‘Seaside Modernism’ of his top-to-toe 1960s projects for the Parco dei Principi hotels in
Sorrento and Rome. Dell’Uva would end up curating both the interiors and outside
terraces of Palazzo Luce, and part of his remit was to accommodate pieces from
Enselmi’s extensive Ponti collection while entering into a visual conversation with the
20th-century master.

Xe tower of the church of Santa Chiara is an elegant
backdrop to the terrace ‘rooms’. Giuliano dell’Uva
devised the metal tables and chairs

A ‘Parete AKrezzata’ by Ponti – a rare survival – with
integrated wardrobe and shelving, is displayed in a
room reimagined architecturally to act as a foil for it.
Xe herringbone tiled floor is original to the building,
and has been carefully restored

Ponti’s presence is felt throughout the palazzo, but the signal is especially strong in two
top-floor bedroom suites, christened ‘Rosso Ponti’ and ‘Blu Ponti’. Dell’Uva not only
worked on the overall frame of the spaces where pieces like the ‘Parete AKrezzata’ would
be displayed (this ‘wall organiser’ in lacquered wood that Ponti produced in the late
1940s is a rare surviving example of a customisable piece that was built to order). He
also added his own Ponti homages – like a decorated fireplace in Rosso, which riVs on
the paKern of yellow triangles in the floors il maestro devised for the floors of his last
Milanese home. It was recreated here by Amalfi-coast ceramics firm Francesco De Maio,
which in 1990 took over Ceramica D’Agostino, the company that produced the original
ceramics for Ponti’s Parco dei Principi hotel in Sorrento.

Walls adorned with replicas of 19th-century tiles found in the palazzo’s interior frame the terrace ‘rooms’, with
planters containing shrubs and vines providing shelter from the Puglian heat

It’s on the roof terrace, with a view over Lecce and its church towers, that Palazzo Luce’s
blend of antique, modern and contemporary is at its most elegantly, sunnily pugliese.
Lined in pietra leccese slabs the colour and texture of worn desert boots, it’s a rambling
space where levels change as ceilings push up from below, where low walls create a series
of rooms and séparés. Dell’Uva worked with De Maio to make a seating area of bold
sunflower yellow, Prussian blue and aquamarine diagonals and a small swimming-pool
lined in graded hues of green. Xere is also a small bar, christened the Bar Ponti Cielo,
decorated with black and white ceramic ‘pebbles’ like those the Milanese master dreamt
up for the lobby of the Hotel Parco dei Principi. Up here, amid this warm Mediterranean
celebration of the cult of Ponti, it seems somehow appropriate that it resembles a small
altar.

Palazzo Luce, Via Del Palazzo dei Conti di Lecce 4, 73100 Lecce, Italy. Visit
palazzolucelecce.com
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